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Letter from the Chairman

22nd December, 2011
Dear Gentlemen, 








   

By the time, deo volente, that I come to write next year’s letter, the Demijohns will have its first lady Patron. Professor Maggie Dowling is due to become President of St. John’s College next September, and has graciously agreed to take over from Sir Michael. On relinquishing his Patronage, Michael, and Angela, too, will be made Honorary Life Members. Although Karle will be writing to Sir Michael and Lady Scholar to thank them on behalf of the Club, I would like to do so publicly. Sir Michael has been a keen supporter of Demijohns cricket since becoming our Patron in 2001. He generously sponsored and participated in celebrations of our 50th Anniversary, has attended several other Annual Dinners with Angela, and, perhaps most significantly, his tenure has seen the Demijohns return to the bosom of St. John’s Sports Ground for its ‘Home’ fixtures. 
Staying with the maternal theme, you may know that Charlotte is expecting our first child in March. A girl, if the sonographer is to be believed, I have failed at the first hurdle to match up to Martin Lane’s trail-blazing for future Demijohns sides. The practical upshot of all this growing up that I’ve been doing is that I shall be handing over management of several fixtures to other Demijohns. As they become accustomed to the business of herding dyspraxic cats, please support them by wheeling out your wireless devices as soon as they ask for availability and being as good as your word once you have agreed to play.
Two fixtures for which I shall be temporarily deserting hearth and home are C.C. de Noé-Gascogne and Armagnac Bigorre C.C.. This year’s tour to Gascony is full of promise, building as it does on what’s been excellent and not-so-excellent about previous tours. Sam Jones is doing us proud again in organising it, and places are filling up. Get on-line and book some plane tickets. And, should you need any further incentive, I commend to you Sam’s witty and incisive Tour Report. One outstanding aspect of our visit to Milan was our following in the footsteps of previous Demijohns sides. Good reputations are always a pain to live up to, but the stakes are increased when it’s someone else’s. When I catch myself wishing that our vintage were as accomplished as the DJs sides of yesteryear, two thoughts always follow on apace: one, that pure cricketing ability can not easily be sloughed away from the social-cum-cultural-cum-moral dimension of the game; two, that it’s just as well that the standard has dropped somewhat, otherwise I’d never be in the team ! 
Of course, one fixture in respect of which we are charged on an annual basis with upholding the Club’s reputation is Eclectics. This year saw the 50th fixture being played, and for a new trophy; the previous one (more of a thimble than a cup) was re-assigned as the Man of the Match award for the fixture, and was promptly won by Greg Barber. Here is as good a place as any formally to mark our gratitude to the Eclectics for their hospitality over the past half-century, which I hereby do.
All that remains for me to do is to offer our deep thanks for the quite exceptional quantity and quality of work that John Landais has undertaken to improve the Club web-site (www.demijohns.net). If you are reading these words, you must have visited the site and will be in a position to agree with me. As well as maintaining the old site, John created the new one- bar some technologically illiterate comments from me- single-handedly and from scratch. It is now a site of the highest calibre of both form and content. I enjoin you to examine the extensive archived material when you have an idle moment. As well as reminding us of where as a club we’ve come from, we intend to rely more on the site to tell us where we’re going. John and I would like members to use demijohns.net as a first resort for obtaining information, thus leaving me at liberty to concentrate on being the domestic god that’s been waiting to break out from within me all these years.  
Yours sincerely,

Stuart
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Demijohns Annual Dinner 2012

Date:

Saturday, 31st March, 2012

Venue:

St. John’s College, Oxford

Time:

AGM 6.45p.m. JCR, Dinner 7.15p.m.

Dress:

Black tie

Cost:
£40 per person excluding wine, which will be available at Buttery- not restaurant- prices; £25 for students or first-year graduates

Wild Mushroom and Watercress Soup

***

Pan Fried Strawberry Grouper Fillet

***

Roast Fillet of Pork

***

Chocolate and Lime Tuille Basket 

***

Coffee and Mints

If diners who are not SJC alumni require accommodation in College, please send an e-mail to Adam Darling (socialsecretary@demijohns.net) no later than Sat. 10th March.

Name:

I shall / shall not be attending the 2012 Annual Dinner.

I shall be bringing ___ guest(s), namely ______________________________________​​____________
​​​​​​​​
​

Subscription








___________ 

(£20 playing, £5 social / overseas / playing students / playing first-year graduates)*



Dinner (@ £40 per person / £25 for students & first-year graduates)

___________

Demijohns hand-made silk tie- town colours @ £17.50


___________

Demijohns hand-made silk tie- country colours @ £17.50


___________

TOTAL 








___________ 

(please make cheques payable to “Demijohns C.C.”) 



* Please ignore if you pay by Direct Debit or Standing Order

R.S.V.P. to Adam Darling (socialsecretary@demijohns.net) by Saturday 10th March, indicating any special dietary requirements.  If paying by cheque, please mail to Adam at 180 Trafalgar Street, London, SE17 2TP.  Monies can be transferred directly into the Demijohns C.C. bank account. Please e-mail Adam for the club’s bank details and alert both him and the Treasurer, Mark Dyson (treasurer@demijohns.net) when you transfer.  

Invitation to Tour

We are pleased to announce that, in 2012, the Demijohns will tour Gascony.  Taking advantage of the school half-term and the double bank holiday, the tour will take place from Friday 1st–Tuesday 5th June.

The party will arrive in Toulouse on the Friday evening.  Matches will be played against Armagnac-Bigorre CC on Saturday 2nd, and Cricket Club Noé Gascogne on Sunday 3rd.  

****

After the Winter Social, there has been strong interest in this tour, so places are going quickly, please contact Tour Secretary Sam Jones to reserve a place
****

The itinerary is:

Friday 1st June – arrive in Toulouse, overnight in Toulouse

Saturday 2nd June – match at Seissan, overnight in Seissan
Sunday 3rd June – match at Noé, overnight in Seissan/Noé (tbc)

Monday 4th June – return to Toulouse, rest day, overnight Toulouse

Tuesday 5th June – flight back.

Staying in small relais and hotels, with good, homely restaurants attached, this promises to be a gastronomic as well as cricketing experience.
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